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While the average North senior spends seven 
hours a day in different courses. But  Mackenzie 
Simon spent her first semester in intense, four-hour 
Spanish classes in Barcelona, Spain. 

She was able to do this through a foreign 
language program called Education First. The 
program offers cultural exchange and academic 
programs around the world. Simon’s parents 
encouraged her to take part in the EF experience.

“Since I started high school, my parents have 
kind of been saying I should do a study-abroad kind 
of thing, and I didn’t really think anything of it until 
junior year,” Simon said. “First, I wanted to go to 
this science school, but they don’t accept seniors. 
And then my friend ended up going to Madrid with 
EF, so she told me about it.”

Having never taken a Spanish class or 
experienced the language, Simon initially had some 
trouble understanding her host family.

“It was so bad the first day,” she said. “I walked 
in, and the guy just kept speaking Spanish, and I 
didn’t know anything and was just standing there in 
the doorway like, ‘Oh my god.’ It wasn’t that hard 
at the beginning. He would do a lot of hand signals, 
and that’s kind of how we communicated. But 
towards the end, I was able to—I mean obviously 
I’m not fluent—but I was able to talk.” 

Simon’s sister, sophomore Camryn Simon, said 
that after her sister came back, it was very interesting 
to see how in only three months Mackenzie had 
learned so much Spanish. 

The two things Mackenzie missed the most 
because of the change in lifestyle were being able 
to cook her own meals and the ability to drive. Most 
meals were given to her by her host mother who, 
ironically enough, owned a Chinese restaurant. 

When trying to get around, Mackenzie had to 
use the Metro, an underground subway, or her own 
two feet. While she didn’t favor either option, her 
experience with the subway stays with her in the 
halls today.

“At certain times of the day, it was so busy 
that people were all over you, and a big thing in 
Barcelona is pickpocketing, so you have to hold 
your bag,” she said. “Now I’m walking around with 
my bag and holding it, even though I know no one’s 
going to take it.”

Mackenzie’s close friend, senior Meghan 
Bessert, supported her during her 12-week 
adventure. However, Mackenzie’s absence for 
the first part of senior year didn’t dull Bessert’s 
excitement for her.

“It was our last year being together, and I was 
sad that she wasn’t here for the beginning parts of 
it, but we have so much more time before we all 
leave,” Bessert said. “I’m happy she’s back now, but 
I knew that’s what she likes to do, so I was happy 
for her.”

Aside going to class, Mackenzie was able to 
explore more of Spanish culture by visiting cities 
like Girona, Tarragona and Valencia. Her favorite 
part was being able to see all the different parts 
of Spain, especially The Sagrada Familia, a 
large Roman Catholic church, and Casa Mila, a 
modernist building. 

 “We only traveled to different cities in Spain, 
but we went to Gerona, which had this big 
(Salvador) Dali museum,” she said. “We went to 
Tarragona, which is this city on the coast, and it 
had these ruins, and then we went to the beach. 
And then, we went to Valencia, and we got to 
tour the city and see a Flamenco show and make 
Paella (a Valencian rice dish).”

Mackenzie’s experience changed not only her, 
but also her family. Both her mom, Anne Simon, 
and Camryn said the whole experience made them 
closer as a family and has helped immerse them 
into the Spanish culture. 

Mackenzie said she learned the importance of 
language in a global society.

“I’ve kind of realized how important knowing 
more languages is. When I was in class one day, 
we were saying how many different languages we 
knew, and we went around the room, and every 
single person spoke three or more languages, and I 
was just like, ‘uhhh.’ It made me want to learn more 
languages.”

She also came home with an enlightened sense 
of the world and a realization that the American 
culture is not the only one that exists. 

“It kind of broadened my view of the world,” 
she said. “I think it made me more accepting of 
other cultures, not just of Spanish culture, but 
just because I was with so many people from 
other countries, and they have different quirks 
and weird things. I’m just more aware of that.” 

Senior Mackenzie Simon spent the semester 
abroad studying in Barcelona, Spain
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THINKERS, HIPSTERS, AND GAME CHANGERS.

Lawrence Technological University isn’t for just anyone. 
We want the future designers, engineers, scientists, and 
entrepreneurs who will create the innovations of tomorrow.

Watch LTU students share their college experiences at 
ltu.edu/StudentStories.

Possible is everything.

Southfield, Michigan     800.225.5588     admissions@ltu.edu

5th 
in nation for boosting 
graduates’ earning 
potential

12:1 
Student/faculty ratio

88% 
Students employed or 
registered for graduate 
school at commencement

100+ 
Academic programs

SIGHT SEEING | Senior Mackenzie Simon and 
Laura Rehm from Belgium hang out in Tibidabo 
together.

OFF TO THE MARKET | The  Mercat Boqueria in Barcelona that Simon 
shopped at.

SEEING COLORS | Simon participates in a color run in Barcelona.

ENJOYING THE VIEW | Simon tours around Park Güell with her fellow study-abroad students Anna Winkoop, Romy 
Jansen, Camille Wille and Emily Derie from Belgium.


