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SPORTS

By Ritika Sanikommu
EDITOR

The battle of the sexes will be overturned as the boys and girls hockey teams join 
forces to benefit St. Judes Children’s Research hospital in a Skate for a Cure game  
Saturday, Feb.13.  

Captains from the boys and girls teams chose St. Jude’s to be the beneficiary of the 
donations raised at the game because the money will benefit children. 

Both the boys and girls teams will integrate and play against each other. The event 
will feature activities such as chuck-a-puck, a  50-50 drawing, a concession stand and a 
bake sale.

Girls team captain Elizabeth Gallagher presented the idea to boys hockey captain 
Andrew Tomasi. He presented the idea to his team members, and the idea met with ap-
proval. The teams put out flyers to advertise the fundraiser.

Girls hockey head coach Joe Lucchese said that he did not involve himself too 
extensively in the organization of the fundraiser, as he wanted to allow the students 
to lead it.

The donations will help to derail the hospital’s daily costs.   
“In a pamphlet that I got it said something as to it costs $1,400 per day to run the hos-

pital per person,” Gallagher said. “So donating $500 could be half of what it takes to keep 
a kid healthy for a day.” 

Likewise, Lucchese is hopeful for the community’s support.
“I think it’s great. I think especially here in Grosse Pointe, everyone here is very fortu-

nate and blessed, and I’m a firm believer in giving back, so any time student athletes can 
give something back, I think that’s wonderful,” Lucchese said. 

Gallagher is anticipating a successful run for the first-run event.
“I think it’s going to be really successful,” Gallagher said. “I think a lot of families and 

parents will come, and hopefully a lot of students.”
Lucchese agrees.
“I hope it’s tremendously successful,” he said. “It’s a great way for the boys and girls to 

get together on something and for the parents and community to get behind it, and show 
their support and their generosity, and I think it’ll be very successful.”

Hockey teams face off for good cause

By Sonny Mulpuri & Billy Steigelman
S TA F F R E P O R T E R S

Adrian College runs in senior 
Tristin Richardson’s blood. As 
his senior baseball season ap-
proaches, Richardson is prepar-
ing to fol low in his three siblings’ 
footsteps by committing to play 
baseball at Adrian. 

Richardson was intrigued by 
Adrian since his two older sisters 
and older brother attended the 
school to play softball and base-
ball, respectively. His brother, 
Josh Richardson, is now going 
into his second year as an as-
sistant coach on North’s varsity 
baseball team and gets to see his 
younger brother play ever y game. 

“I get on him at t imes a l itt le 
more than some of the other kids 
just because I know he can han-
dle it,” Josh said. “Sometimes, it 
can be harder to coach him be-
cause I have to control my emo-
tions more with him.”

Tristin has been on the var-
sity team for three years but has 
known that he wanted to play in 
college since he was in eighth 
grade. Since members of Tristin’s 
family went to Adrian in the past, 
it isn’t an unfamiliar place for 
him to be, and he is content with 
his decision.

“I’ve been on the campus a lot 
because of them, but for me it 
was just where I was comfortable 
with,” Tristin said. 

W h i le Tr ist in k new he wa nted 
to play col lege baseba l l since 
ea rly on, h is dad, Joh n R icha rd-
son, d id n’t rea l i ze h is son had 
a f ut u re in baseba l l u nt i l h is 
sophomore yea r where he saw 

a n improvement w it h h is bat-
t ing abi l it ies.

“I think I realized in tenth grade, 
by the way he was hitting better 
pitching, that he could make it to 
the next level,” John said.

The biggest asset that Josh has 
been able to see in Tristin is his 
brain for the game.

“One thing I’ve seen about him 
is that he’s a smart baseball play-
er,” Josh said. “He’s pretty intel-
ligent with reads of the baseball 
and knows when to steal a base, 
which is important at higher lev-
els of baseball.”

Over the years, varsity baseball 
coach Frank Sumbera has had 
many experiences helping play-
ers transit ion to the collegiate 
level. He knows college baseball 
players wil l have to balance their 
schedule with their academ-
ics and baseball while focusing 
equally as hard on both.

“You have to really love playing 
baseball and really want to work 
hard in season and in the off-
season,” Sumbera said v ia email. 
“There are no pretenders at the 
college level.”

Sumbera has helped Tristin get 
his hat into the ring by submit-
ting his resumé to accommodate 
some of the things he looks for in 
colleges. Tristin also considered 
playing at Heidelberg University, 
Indianapolis University and Pfei-
f fer University in North Carolina.

“I sent his bio out to a l l schools 
that he l ikes or has an interest 
in academically,” Sumbera said. 
“The college must f it his needs 
and be a place that he l ikes.” 

Since he witnessed his brother 
go through it, Tristin was already 

aware of what the challenges 
that await him, such as the tough 
schedule and training regimen 
expected of athletes. 

“I know from some people on 
the team that the training is dif-
f icult but worth it. If it was too 
bad, they wouldn’t have college 
sports, but I’m just going to have 
to motivate myself to be able to 
do both baseball and academics,” 
Tristin said. “I know it wil l be 
harder because there aren’t any 
parents to push me.

Josh understands that the tran-
sit ion wil l be a dif f icult one for 
Tristin, as college baseball l i fe 
is a lot dif ferent than that of a 
high school athlete. He believes 
that sacrif icing numerous hours 
of sleep was worth it for four 
years of baseball, which yielded 
four conference championships 
throughout his career there.

W hile North baseball is in the 
spring and summer, the college 
season is more t ime consuming 
and requires more commitment.

“Baseball-wise, just adjust-
ing to the dif ferent l ifestyle. You 
travel a lot and spend a lot of your 
t ime with baseball,” Josh said. 

Tristin has been able to com-
prehend what the Adrian base-
ball program is about for close to 
10 years and has seen it grow in 
that t imespan. He’s been able to 
see the team play many t imes and 
knows that it’s a winning pro-
gram, which is something that he 
has wanted to be a part of. 

“It feels pretty good being able 
to keep the legacy going on at 
Adrian,” Tristin said. “I’l l be the 
fourth one in my family to go there.”

Living up to the legacy
Continuing on a family tradition, senior Tristin Richardson will be taking his bat 

and helmet to Adrian College to pursue his dream of collegiate baseball
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ABOVE: Senior Tristin Richardson slides into home base.
BELOW: Richardson poses with his brother Josh Richardson 
on the field. 
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